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	Quote:

“When the weather changed, they changed sails.  If the wind died down, the sailors would put out more sail.  If the wind got stronger, sailors would take in some sail.  If the weather changed directions, sailors would take in these sails and put out those to balance the vessel.  This went on all day and all night.”

(p. 14)
	Reaction:

The media tends to display pirates as people who attack and fight other ships every day.  After reading this, that is not the case at all.  Pirates actually only fight a few hours of the month.
Also, I did not realize exactly how much hard work was needed to sail the ship.  I did not know there were that many changes in the sails and the amount of sail put out.

	
	Effect:
“Colonists grew weary of high taxes on imports.  The American colonies weren’t allowed to sell their own products to other nations, and prices were unfairly rigged.  These infuriating taxes and restrictions led to the American Revolution in 1776.”

(p. 28)
	Cause:
Due to this skeptical feeling toward taxes, freebooters stole from ships and took the plunder to sell in the colonies.  Colonies tolerated the freebooters and pirates because they could get goods that were otherwise not available for very little money.   Some freebooters were paid by investors.

	
	Quote:
“Draft—how deep in the water a vessel floats—was especially important for pirates.  Big warships sent to capture pirates were usually deep-draft vessels that couldn’t chase the smaller pirate schooners and sloops into “thin water”—the small harbors and shallow creeks where pirates hid.”

(p. 13)
	Connection:

I have learned a great deal about the misconceptions of piracy.  Again, media presents pirates on large ships.  I now know that the smaller ships were better for pirates to escape being caught because they could maneuver into narrow, tight places where large ships could not go.


	Pirate Diary:
The Journal of Jake Carpenter

Author:

Richard Platt

Illustrator:

Chris Riddell
	Effect:
“I was eager to explore the ship, but before I could do this Will set me to wash the decks.”

(p. 10)
	Cause:
“He explained that they must be kept damp, or the boards shrink apart, letting in the sea.”

(p. 10)

Reaction:

I understand Jake’s curiosity to explore the ship, like any other ten year old boy would.  I was unaware that boards on a ship could shrink and let water in.  

	
	Photo:
Illustration is of a man whipping his friend with a whip with nine tongues.

(p. 17)
	Inference:
Life at sea was beyond brutal at times.  This man was pumping the pumps too slow according to the captain, so he was flogged.  The illustration is horrifying.  The reader can see the pain in both men’s faces.

	
	Effect:
“I was glad I could not see what happened next.  I wish I had not heard it, either.  My uncle’s groans as the rope skinned his back sickened me.  After I counted nineteen lashes he fell senseless.  Will’s tormentors then bundled him into the skiff, the smallest part of our three boats—I heard the splash as it was lowered.”

(p. 19)
	Cause:
Jake had dropped a bucket overboard that morning while he was mopping the deck.  Jake’s punishment was to be flogged, but Will stepped in and took it for him.  Yes, all of this violence and torture was over a bucket.

Reaction:

This situation seems absurd in my opinion.  Why would someone be beaten over losing a bucket?  I know that cargo was valuable on the ship, but I didn’t realize losing one bucket deserved to be beaten senseless. 


